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SUCCINCT ACCOUNT OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SG6e 
CIETY IN ENGLAND. 


As we have already published some account of the Bap- 
tist Mission in India, and as we intend publishing in fu- 
ture such interesting accounts of its progress as we may 
from time to time receive, we have tiought proper to 
present our readers tvith the following account of the 
origin of the Society, which has the patronage of this 
importent mission, extracted from a short narrative of 
the Society, printed by Lincoln & Edmunds, Boston. } 


At an association held at Nottingham, in 1784, it was 
resolved to set apart on hour on the first Mond: ay evening 
in every month for extraord inary prayer for the revival of 
religion, and for the extendiag ef Chrisi’s kingdom in th 
world. | 

In 1787, Mr. Carey was ordained pastor cf the church 
at Moulion, and Jou ed the association. From his first 
entering on the work of the minist Ys if Dot from an earlier 
period, his mind appears s to have been deeply impressed 
With the state of the heathen world. He was assiduous in 

obtaining such knowledge as appe ared necessary with re- 
ference to this important object. Whenever he met his 
brethren in the ministry, he wouid converse with them 
on the importa ince and practicability of missions. These 
things wroucht considerably on the minds of minisse: 
It seemed scarcely reconcileable with sincerity to 
month after month, and year after year, for the enis 
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ment of Christ's kingdom, and use ne means for enlar- 
ging it. 

About 1790, Mr. Carey became acqusiaed with Mr. 
Pierce, whose kindred soul entered with ardor into all his 
views. Some leading persons in Mr. Pierce’s church 
were much inventions in his proposals, and promised to 
assist him. 

In 1791, at a minister’s meeting at Clipstone, two ser- 
mons were preached on the subject. One by Mr. Sut- 
cliff, from 1 Kings xix. 10. Z have been very zealous for 
the Lord God of hosts, &c. The other by Mr. Fuller, from 
Hag. i.2. Mr. Carey perceiving the minds of his breth- 
ren impressed by what they had been hearing, was very 
desirous that before they parted they would come to some 
resolution on the forming of a missionary society. The 
only resolution that was formed, however, at this time, 
was, that Mr. Carey should be requested to print his ma- 
huscript written on the subject. 

In the spring of 1762, the association was held at Not- 
tingham, when a resolution was passed, that a filan should 
be firefared against the next ministers’ meeting at Ketter- 

ng, for forming a missionary society for frofiagating the 
pa ine among the heathen. Mr. Carey generously enga- 
ged to devote the profits which might arise from his late 
publication on the subject, to the use of such a society. 

On October 2d, 1792, the ministers met at Kettering, 
and after the public business of the day was over, retired 
for prayer. They then ina most solemn manner pledged 
themselves to God and one another, to make a trial for in- 
troducing the gospel among the heathen. They were not 
insensible of their want of experience, but hoped that He, 
whose cause it was, would endue them with wisdom 
as occasions required, and guide them with his eye, As 
to funds, they opened a subscription at the time, the a- 
mount of which, though only 13/. 2s. 6d. sterling, was suf- 
ficient for present purposes. The names of the first com- 
mittee were, John Ryland, Reynold Hogg,William Carey, 
John Sutcliff, and Andrew Fuller. An assistant soeiety 
was formed in Birmingham, which collected 70 pounds 
for the funds. } 

November [3th, 1792. The committee learned that Mr. 
John Thomas, who had been a number of years in Bengal, 
preaching the gospel to the natives, was then in London 
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endeavoring to establish a fund for a mission to that coun- 
try. The committee resolved that their secretary should 
make inquiry concerning Mr. Thomas. 

The result was highly satisfactory. Mr. Thomas men- 
tioned a few individuals, of whose conversion to Christ he 
entertained hopes; viz. Ram Boshoo, Mohun Chund and 
Parbotee. The two latter were Brahmans. 

January 10,1793. The committee being fully of opin- 
ion that a door was now open for a mission to the East In- 
dies, invited Messrs Thomas and Carey to go out as their 
missionaries, to which they agreed. The expense was 

alculated at 500/. which sum required to be raised in 

about 3 or 4 months. In consequence of an address to 
the public, and the exertions of the society, more than 
twvice “had sum was raised. 

June 13,1793. The missionaries sailed on board a Da- 
nish Indiaman. And having departed—the committee 
observe, “In reviewing the events of a few preceding 
months, we were much impressed. We could scarce be- 
lieve that such a number of impediments had in so short 
atime been removed. The fear and trembling which had 
possessed us at the outset,had insensibly given way to hope 
and joy. Upborne by the magnitude of the object, and 
by the encol uraging promises of God, we had found di f 
ficulties subside as we approached thenr and wa ys Open- 
el beyond allour expectations. ‘The thought of having 
done something towards enlarging the boundaries of our 
Redeemer’s kingdom, and of rescuing id or Heathens 
and Mahometans from under Satan’s yoke, rejoiced our 
hearts. We were glad to see the people of God offering 
so willingly ; some Tea aving their country, others pouring 
in their property, and’all uniting in prayers to heaven for 
a blessing. A new bond of union was furnished between 
distant ministers and churches. Some who had back- 
slidden from God were restored, and others who had 
long been poring over their unfrui tfulness, and question- 
ine “the reality of their personal religion, having their at- 
tention directed to Christ aud his kingdom, lost their fears, 
and found that peace which in other pursuits they had 
sought in va ain. Christians of different denominations dis- 
covered a common bond of affection ; and instead of al- 
ways dwelling on things wherein they differed, found 
‘heir account in uniting in those wherein they were 
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agreed. Jn shert our hearts were enlarged and if-no oth. 
er good had arisen from the undertaking, than the effec; 
produced upon our minds, andthe minds of Christians iy 
our country, it were more than equal to the expense.” 

On July 49th, 1704, The committee received letters, 
informing them of the safe arrival of the missionaries in 
India. And containing a few particulars, as to their diff. 
culties and their prospects. ‘They soon met with Ram 
Bashoo, but to their grief found he had not kept himscif’ 
from Idols. For some time Mr. Carey was reduced to 
great Strait, and trials, but was supported under, aad 
safely conducted through all his difficulties. In the 
spring of 1796, Mr. Johu Fountain was sent to the east 
by the socicty. 

Noy. 1, 1795. A church was formed. After two years, 
labor some appearcd to be impressed, but according to ap. 
pearance none were effectual. 

In 1799, The Secicty scent out four men, and four wo- 
men. 

January 10, 1800. The missionaries established them- 
selves at Serampore, and adopted certain rules for the 
government of the establishment. 

In 1800, They began printing the New-Testament in 
the Bengalee language, as translated by Mr. Carey. A 
native by name Gokool, was greatly affected. August 
20th, Mr. Fountanedied. Onthe 25th Mr. Thomas was 
called to attend a man whose arm was dislocated. After 
the operation, he talked to him very impressively conce?- 
ning salvation. ‘The name of the man was Kristno. He 
weptlike achild. Two days after this Kristno wanted to 
come tothe mission house forinstruction; for he said, 
they had not only cured his arm, but brought him the 
news of salvation. He and Gokool came together and hear¢ 
the word. The consequence was that Gokool’s wife and 
family left him; but those of Kristno were like minded 
with himself. 

On the 22d December, Gokool and Kristno came and 
ate publicly with the missionaries, by which act they_ 
threw away theircast.* The servants and as many 4s 


ae 





* The Hindoos from time immemorial have been divided into Tribes 
or Casis. ‘The four principal-casts, are the Brahinens, Soldiers, La 
borers and Mechanics, and these are divided into a nuultiplicity 
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witnessed it were astonished, as they all said. Noone 
would lose cast for the Gospel ; nor were the missiona- 
ries much shortof being so. They sawthat day what 
they had been waiting and hoping for many years, and 
concerning which they had met with so many disappoint- 
ments. This insurmountable difficulty, as it had been 
considered, seemed now to give way without any effort 
on the part of the missionaries. ‘ God,’’? as Mr. Marsh- 
man observed, *‘ has done it with perfect ease. Thus the 
door of faith is opened tothe Gentiles; who shall shut 
it? The chain of cast is broken; who shall mend it :” 

The same evening, Gokool without his family, but 
Kristno with his, came and offered themselves willingly 
to the church, each making a solemn profession of faith 
in Christ, and of obedience to his commands. Their 
hearts, to use the words of Gokool, seemed “ nailed to 
Christ.’ Mr. Thomas was almost overcome with joy. 
At the close they all stood up and sung, 


‘* Salvation oh the joyful sound,” &c, 


The next day about two thousand people assembled, 
pouring out their execrations upon the candidates. Ta- 


—s 





my 


inferior distinctions. 'The Brahmens are the most noble tribe, they 
alone can officiate in the priesthood, like the Jewish tribe of Levi. 
All the different casts are kept distinct from each other by insur- 
mountable barriers: they are forbidden to intermarry, to cohabit, to 
eat with each other, or even to drink out of the same vessel with 
another tribe. Every deviation from these points subjects them to 
be rejected by their tribe, renders them polluted forever, and obliges 
them from that instant to associate with a herd, who belong to no 
cast, but are held in utter detestation by all others, and are employ- 
ed only ; in the meanest and vilest offices—The members of each 
cast adhere iny ariably to the profession of their forefathers; from 
F§eneration to genes ration the same families have followed one uni- 
form line of lite. ‘To lose cast is to become subject to an excommu- 
nicationof the most terrible kind, and for this reason a superstitious 
Hindoo will suffer torture and even death itself rather than do it— 
From this we see that the infernal cast, as Dr. Fuller calls it, was a 

Most formidable barrier against the introduction of the Gospel 
among the heathens in India. Weil might the missionaries exult 


when “the chain of the cast was broken by Kristno, and the door of 
faith was opened to these perishing gentiles—Bznzpicr’s HisroRy. 
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king them by force, they dragged them before the Danisij 
magistrate ; but he, instead of censuring, commended 
them for what they had done. Being dismissed, they 
came a second time with Kristno, with a new charge, ac- 
cusing him of refusing todeliver up his daughter toa man 
who had contracted for her in marriage. The magistrate 
defended Kristno, and assured the girl that she should not 
be compelled to marry the man against her consent.—. 
The governor also promised that they should not be 
interrupted in baptizing. On the 28th Kristno and Fe- 
lix Carey were baptized in the Hoogley. A considera- 
ble number of Europeans and natives attended ; many of 
whom appeared struck with the solemnity of the ordi- 
nance. When Kristno came from dressing, a German 
lady who was present, took him by the hand and held him 
some moments. She was unable to make him understand 
her language, but she manifestly thanked him in heart for 
having renounced the warship of Devils. After the 
Lord’s supper had been celebrated, Kristno said that he 
was * full of joy.” 

On the Ist of January, 1801, Mr. Fernandez, and son, 
with Mr. Powell arrived from Dinagepore. His design 
was to be baptized, and to place his son at school. Go- 
kool haying absented himself from the missionaries, was 
sitting melancholy inhis house. Kristno’s heart was hap- 
py and his conversations and prayers in his family appear 
to have been blessed to the restoring of them toa right 
mind. Beijing asked by an European in the street, what 
he got by his late profession of religion? He answered, 
He got nothing but joy and comfort; it was the work of 
love. On the 18th, Mr. Fernandez and Joymooni were 
baptized. The poor native said, “ she had found a trea- 
sure in Christ, greater than every thing in the world.” 
February 22d, Rajoo, Kristno’s wife and another woman 
of his family were baptized. The baptized Hindoos ap- 
peared to grow much in knowledge and affection. Their 
manner of speaking was singularanl impressive. “ Christ 
(said one) is my joy, my hope, my all. If worldly things ., 
draw my mind from him, I say, Mind, why dost thou leave 
Christ? There is no other savior. If thou leave him thou 
fallest into hell. I charge thee, Mind, that thou keep 
close to Christ.’”-—“ I was formerly (said another) in pt" 
son. The light of the Gospel came to the 'prison doo! 
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andI got out. My prayer now is, that satan may impri- 
son me nomore. Icall to mind continually the sufferings 
of Christ.”——Kristno was now in the habit of talking to 
his neighbors who came to him at his work, in some such 
strain as this: “In all your worship there is no fruit.— 
None of the Debtahs died forsinners ; but Jesus Christ 
came into the world forthis, This is the greatest love 
Tever heard of. At the house of the missionaries I have 
seen such love as I never saw befare. Whena man be- 
lieves in Christ he getsanew mind. This is the fruit of 
being a christian, &c. &c. 

Onthe 4th of Oct. Gokool’s wife who had been oppo- 
sed yery much to the gospel, was baptized. We have 
now (says Mr. Marshman) six baptized Hindeos whom 
we esteem more precious thangems. Yet we need great 
prudence in our conduct towardsthem. We have to en- 
courage, to strengthen, to counteract, to advise, to disap- 
prove, to teach, and to do all in sucha manner as to endear 
our-savior and ourselves to them.”’ 

1802. This year was introduced at the mission house, 
by a solemn thanksgiving to God for his goodness to them 
during the year past, and the baptizing a native of the 
name of Petumber Shingee. He appeared from the first 
to be very sincere and decided,and has proved an honora- 
ble and useful character. He is since dead. In the first three 
months of this year there was much to encourage, and 
much to try the missionaries. Many were calling for 


New Testaments. And many were enquiring after sal- 


vation; several Europeans were impressed with the re- 
ality of religion. On the other hand, some unpleasant 
things took place among the baptized, which called fora 
faithful and prudent exercise of discipline. Difficulties 
also arose on the employment of the converts; and ca- 
ses occured of husbands whose unbelieving wives refused 
to live with them. About the month of May, three Mus- 
sclmans came sixty miles to enquire about this new way. 
The missionaries invited them to stay a few days and 


judge. When the way of salvation was pointed out, they 


paid great attention, and departed quite pleased with their 
Visit, inviting the missionaries into their part of the coune 
ty. (To be Continued.) 
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A Surfirizing Scent 


FOR THE VEHICLE. 
A SURPRIZING SCENE. 


Inthe month of November, seated at my ease, the air 
still and serene; no chilling blast disturbed the quiescen 
state of the atmosphere; but the trees stripped of their 
gay clothing, and the sallow aspect of the vegetable 
race announced the approach of winter. The prospec 
presented to view, was calculated to inspire the mind 
with serious reflection. And, while I was musing on the 
transitory nature of all earthly things, I fell into a pro 
found sleep. When fancy, sportive being, spread forth 
her lucid wings, and bore me away. Ranging through 
imagination’s boundless field, I soon found myself poste 
on a lofiy mountain, in the centre of the world, from 
which, I had a full view of all the kingdoms of the earth, 
I beheld the nations in a state of profound peace, enjoy: 
ing great prosperity, increasing in wealth, abounding nn 
luxury, and rolling in sensuality. Isaw the different dis 
criptions of people pursuing their various designs to ac 
complish their nefarious purposes. All were busy, a! 
careless, stupid and unconcerned, little dreaming of any 
danger, but pleased with theirpresent conditions. They 
were deeply engaged in contriving new ways to gratllj 
their vicious propensities. . 

While I was contemplating the scenes passing in Per 
spective before me,a most tremendous clap of thunder 
assailed my ears—the earth seemed to shake to its four 
dation, all nature was astounded, and universal silence 
followed. Iturned my eyes to the west, but what wa 
my surprize when I saw the clouds like mountains heaped 
on mountains moving with inexpressible majesty, collec 
ting from the four points of heaven, impelled in thet 
course by irresistible whirlwinds. A preternaturd 
darkness overspread the world——-The sun appearéd 
clothed in sackcloth, and the moon decked ina garb 0 
sanguine hue. The stars disappeared, and all the 
powers of heaven were shaken. Lightning’: 
fierce lightnings breaking through the tremendovs 
mass of congregated clouds, fell upon the deyoted earth, 
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and in huge torrents of liquid flame rolling forward spread 


dire destruction on every side.. 

The fierce enkindied flame, dissolved every substance 
that lay in its way, rocks, hills, and mountains were now 
seen dissolving, like the fleecy snow before the vernal sun. 
Thunders, dire thunders in awful peals were heard on 
every side, the horrid roar shook the earth to its inmost 
centre. The sea was agitated,.and with tremenduous fu- 
ry tossed its boisterous waves on b i¢hs From its dark re- 
cesscs rose a Majestic mountain of s urprizing aititude, 
which by the pressure of its enormous buik drove wey Wwa- 
ters with tremendous fury on the iand,while from its cloud 
capttop. through yawning mouths poured forth immense 
torrents of burning lava, Tae whole carth was inveloped 
in the clouds-of smoke occasioned by the decomposing 
flame and ascending from dissolving matter. The tre- 
mendous roaring of ‘the thunder, the biazing of the light- 
ning, the awful how! ings of the terrible tornadoes, togeth- 
er with the deathlike glare e, emitied from the vast tor- 
rents of sulphurous lava issuing from the yawning jaws 
of ten shenaugne’ trembling hills,formeda sceiie ine xpres- 
sibly grand and truly horrible. The subiimtiy of the 
whole, was increased, by the appearance of Myriads of 
ficry shapes breathing forth. streams of unutterable ven- 
geance, and riding w ith inex pressible grandeur on the 
trembline clouds. These were the awful agents of di- 
vine wrath sent to execute the vengeance of Ged upon 
an ungodly world.. Suddenly the carth fell into a fit of 
trembling. 

Earthquakes rent the stable ground. The fixed !aws of 
hature were broken, the celestial constellations were 
thrown into contusion. Orb rolied on orb, while batetul 
comets, emitting streams of ps rpicious fire, were seen 
fussing with awful violence throvgh the solar system, 
anil blasting the fuirest works of nature. 

I turned myseif, to see wiat effect these phenomena 
had open the children of men. But whats scene was 
Oh what quivering lips, what trembling 
of knees, shaking of loins breaki og of hearts and pale- 
ACss of countenance, were seen, what heartrending sighs: 
and groans were heard, the aged trembling in all the ag 
ony of grief, the yor uth. wee} ping and lamenting in dole- 
fy] anguish; women screaming, shrieking, tearing their 
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hair and beating their breasts in all the ptenitude of grfe 
—men uttering the most plaintive groans.—Indeed, my 
ears were stunned with the gricvous sounds; and my 
heart was almost broken with the lamentable outcries of 
distressed creatures. Wrought up to the highest pitch 
of sympathy, and melting with compassion for their up. 
happy case, I turned round, and saw a great multitude of 
men, women and children, who stood viewing the horrif. 
ic scene, with perfect composure; their countenances 
were placid and serene ; somctimes their hands and eyes 
were turned toward heaven then joy glowed in their f. 
ees. Surprized at this difference in the conduct of the 
children of men at this time, and being desirous to knor 
the reason thereof, I addressed myself to one of then, 
and asked him how it was possible that they should a. 
pear so tranquil amidst these awful convulsions of nature, 
With a sweet and gentle aspect he mildly answered, “this 
is not surprizing for the blessed judge himself, informed 
us long agoof the coming of this day, and charged us 
not to be afraid, for it would be the day of our redemp- 
tion. We, therefore, have been in constant expectation 
of this tremendous hour; and have been endeavoring 
through his assisting grace to be prepared ferit. Some 
times while viewing the terrible convulsions of nature 
we almost begin to tremble, but the Lord hath said “ Jf 
thy day is, so thy strengih shall ic.” The promise we 
find verified, our strength is increased, our hope confirm: 
ed, and our fuith established, insomuch that we can vit¥ 
ail the horrors of this dreadful scene with tranquillity: 
expecting, hoping and belicving, that ina few moments 
our dear redeemer will be revealed from heaven in fit 
ming fire, to take vengear.ce on all them that know no 
God, and that call not on hts name. 

I then moved forward and beheld a man in all the es: 
cessof grief; his flesh trembled, his heart quaked, #3 
loins were loosed, his knees smote together, his ey 
stared, his teeth gnashed, and his whole countenance 
hibited the awful picture of despair. He groaned but ® 
tears fell from his ghastly eyes, which glowed with unt" 
terable horror. Hestood, he stamped, he raged, he to™ 
his hair, he beat his breast, he cursed and swore in tht 
most horrid manner, awfully imprecating the wrath © 
God. upon himself andall creation. Inthe plenitude™ 
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Bis rage, cursing his God and his_ king, and looking up- 
yard.—I stood speechless for a time viewing this living 
icture of perfect misery. At length I asked him the 
eason of his distress.. When with an awtul frown, and 
etrifying look, he sternly said ‘I am one of those un- 
appy creatures, who denied the being of a God, and 
vickedly taught that all things were the product of blind 
hance. This I did to lull my conscience asleep that it 
jight not disturb me in my carnal pursuits. Holiness I 
ould not endure, but sin was my delight; I rolled itasa 
weet morsel under my tongue. The Lord of life and 
lory J denied, J dispised his grace, and slighted his love. 
ut now his vengeance will be poured out upon my de- 
ted head forever, and I shall be made a monument of 
isindignation. Oh that the thunders would burst upon 
hy wretched head and crush me to pieces. Oh that the 
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A cks and mountains would fall upon me and reduce me 
this DDOa-entity. 
mel MEE Ab fruitless wish, my inexorabie adversary, whom 
dus fe" Lam constrained to confess Almighty, will sustain 
mp: fame 12 being that I may be an example to all intelligences 
tion A ME Madness and folly of sin. Soon, very soon will he 
ring ABpPeararraycd inall his primeval glory. Then will the 
yne- feeess of his wrath be poured out upon my wretched 
tuefel, and burn with unextinguishable fierceness forever 
«ee Cver 
. wofgmetlere the poor wretch poured forth a volley of curses 
crm: Mgae orrid te mention. Groaning in the bitterness of his 
view Rel Vending his flesh, exclaiming, “ Eternity, eternity, 
jity ¥ shall I endure eternity,” 
rents bow heard the hypocrite, the sensualist, the world- 
n fu: ES Dewailing their miserable condition. The careless, 
~ not ae thoughtless and giddy multitude, exclaiming in all 


P bitterness of a too late and ineffectual repentance, 
e ex: M8 their folly, and with staring eyes and shivering 
}, is EEO Calling to the rocks and mountains to fall upon 
evey Me and hide them from the face of him that sitteth 
e ex fees the throne and the wrath of the Lamb. 
ut wfee-t!so beheld a company of beautiful youth of both 
nut Mecs? But eh what heart can conceive, what tongue 
core Mm “XPress the shocking appearance of these children 
n the FRY ty, when they beheld the tremendous scenes of ru- 
ch of “bited on every side, what piercing shricks, what 
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dismal groans and heart-rending cries.—For notwith. 
standing the tender expostulations of theif faithful min. 
isters, the solemn warning of their pious friends and 
neighbors, the earnest, solemn and pathetic remonstran- 
ces of their tender parents, persisted in their levity, and 
were at this iime assembied for a ball. ‘Careless; thought. 
less and unconcerned about futurity, they engaged with 
all their hearts in ‘their vain and «anpro‘table pastime, 
mot dreaming ofany interruption, and without any thought 
of that awful destructien that hovered over their heads: 
Until suddenly the light cf heaven was extinguished 
and all the horrorsof preternatural night rushed in upon 
them, a terrific stream of vengeful iightning bursting 
through the horrid gloom glared around, accompanied 
with such peals of loud bursting thunder as shook the 
earth to its inmost:centre. This aroused the poor thought 
less wretches from their long dream-of sensuality. 
‘Their music and dancing ceased, for now instead of 


¥ . . ° . 
the inchanting sound of the viol their ears are stunned 


with the awful peals of thunder, the howlings of the er 
raged tornadoes, the dreadful hissing of the burning wa 
ters, together with the heartrending groans, screams, and 
cries of poor self-condemned wretches, who stand in 
fearful expectation of the final issue. Instead of enyoy- 
ing the light of the sun,or fecbler rays from artificial 
lights, they ore wrapped up In all the gloom of substan 
tial night, without any alleviation, save only the fierce 
blazing of lightning, joined with the deathlike glimmer 
ings, emitted from the vast floods of burning brimstont; 
roliing down in tremendous torrents from the neighbor 
ing mountains, and pouring out from ten thousand chasm 
of opening earth, by whichthey discover sights of uh 
uttereble woe. And now instead of approving friend 
they are surrounded by multitudes of the faming mils 
ters of divine vengeance, whose terrible appearance pe 
trifies their-hearts. 

Alas! dear youth ! The time is come—the time y@ 
have so often heard of, the day in which God shall judge 
the quick ond the dead. No more, dear children, * 
you return to yeur tender parents. No more will )® 
receive the parental blessing. No more will their he’ 
ing bosoms vent the bursting sigh, nor breathe their @ 
der solicitude for your eternal welfare, 








“a Surin: eer npae - 
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ihe 

“yf Observing 2 man whose igh aspect attracted my 
nd sitention; for he appeared the vine picture of despair. 
pe Hell scemed depicted in his countenance. I asked him 
and the reason of inis distress. He answ nibs My caseis de- 
ht. »lorable beyond all description. I am the son of Godly 
‘ith narents, who have taken great pains to Instruct me inthe 
at duties of religion, they haye often warned me of death, 
ght ;udgment and eternity ; and with tcars in their eyes, have 
4 told me of the necessity of believing in Jesus Christ, re- 
ned penting of my sins, forsaking the foolish vanities of the 
™ world, and of betaking myself to a holy life. They 
Ung We exerted their parental authority to restrain me from vi- 





ae courses ; and forbid me upon pain of their displea- 
sure, to attend upon balls and frolics of every kind. But 
wretched monster that I am, how have I slighted all their 
ad instructions, rerected their counsels, despise d their re- 
proofs, and when I could find an opportunity have stolen 
away from them, and then with my vain companions, who 
encouraged mein my impiety, have derided the pious care 
of my venerable parents. This day I ran away from 
them and was engaged with these vain youths, in scenes 
of mirth and vanity, in cortrariety to their just com- 
mands. But God is just, and sees the affliction of my 
parents ; he has likewise seen my folly and wickedness, 
and is now coming to take vengeance upon me an ungodly 
wretch. Just are the judgments of God, but oh! how 
can] endure eternal wrath ? How can I dwell in everlast- 
ing burning. Oh! why did I not hearken to the earnest 
solicitations of my tender parents, to the voice of God, 
andmy own conscience. Then should I have been happy 
at we OWA and instead of these dreadful forebodings 
init =f ivine wrath, I should have enjoyed the sweet preludes 
-¢ pt + eternal joy. Butalas! allisover. Ihave sinned, I 
— undone myself, and there remains nothing for me, 


ined 










e yim .. Cverlasting banishment from the presence of the elo- 
jue ah Redeemer. 
, gp JUstat this moment my sonlwas astonished at the crash of 


Warring worlds. The earth was smitten by a tremendous 

neavgme COMCt, which being thrown out of its ordinary course by 

the terrible convulsions of nature, had in its excentric 

Way struck across the earth’s orbit. I could now stand 

and behold the wreck of falling worlds, but while I was 

“ngaged in contemplating this tremendous scene, an iM- 
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sufferable blaze of glory burst in upon the world, the im. 
penetrable gloom was dissipated, substantial night fled, 
But oh! the blaze,the stupendous blazeof inexpressible 
light that shone around ; in comparison with which, the 
sun in his meridian glory, is no more than the faint glow 
worm of the night. 3 

Now did the golden trumpets sound, and the universe 
echo with the joyful shouts of applauding angels. 

The glorious JupGr appeared in sight, seated on 
throne of ‘purest gold. ‘Thousands of thousands stood 
before him; and ten thousand times ten thousand minis. 
tered untohim. Each of whom was arrayed in flaming 
glory, infinitely transcending the lamp of day in its most 
effulgent brightness. So bright the glory, so inexpressi- 
bly grand, so awfully sublime the majesty of the glorious 
Judge, that the astonished heavens and earth fled away, 
As the timorous deer flies at the approach of the hunter, 
so ponderous werlds betook themselves to flight when 
heaven’s adored majesty drew near. 

A mighty angel stood forth and with the trump of God 
proclaimed, “ Arise ye dead and come to judgment.” The 
‘dreadful sound shook the trembling spheres, roared thro’ 
the dismal mansions of the dead, and was heard in the 
burning regions of profoundest hell. Immediately the 
t€rrific flames received increased heat, and produced the 
most astonishing effects. Being conveyed tothe bodies 
of the saints, suddenly their mortal frames were dissolved, 
their earthly tabernacles were melted down. But soon 
rose up in beautiful form, resembling in fashion their glo- 
riousjudge. At the same timeI sawthe bursting graves 
open, and millions of bright angels were dispatched from 
the glorious presence to inspect the gaping tombs, and to 
collect the favorites of the heavenly king, suddenly up 
vose the bodies of the saints, and with joyful hearts em: 
braced their blessed conyoy. Butoh! how bright they 
shone, what heavenly splendor beamed im all their cout: 
tenances ; joy sparkled in their eyes, and their heart 
leaped within them. And with exquisite delight the? 
took their departure to the right hand of their exaltes 
Lord. : 

Then those fiery shapes which I had seen riding on the 
clouds, changing themselyes into the mosi terrific forms 
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approached those ungodly wretches, who had opposed the 
hiessed Jesus, despised his grace an | abused his love. 

No sooner did these terrific messengers of divine 
-yyath, draw near, but their beauty withered, and all their 
clory was blasted, their strength failed, aud their shatter- 
ed bodies were reduced to heaps of ashes. Suddenly by 
the power of God they were formed anew, butof such pli- 
‘Be .nt texture as to conform to every motion of the miad, 


<9 that when the soul re-entered its new moulded tene- 


~~ ae ae 


* Be cnt, it exhibited through the transparent cage, all its 
d rious actions, and so imprinted itself on the whole 
* Beiinme, and eave such atone and aspect to all the compo- 
3 Pent parts of the body, as to render it a hideous mass of 


t Bieformity. Then I clearly saw, that the works of God 
* Bere beautiful. But sin renders the most lovely being 
S Beciremely loathsome. For I perceive? no difference be- 
 Btween the bodics of the righteous and the wicked, as they 









y Bitame from the plastic hand of their divine creator. But 
N Bio sooner had the wretched soul entered the body, than 
A sivange metamorphose took place,the dreadful passions 
d Mviich infected their Impenitent minds, now operating 
ne owerfaliy, distorted their bodies latea thousand hideous 
° hapas. . 
he Now while these exeeuuioners of wrath were perform- 
he He their operations upon the living objects of divine ven- 
Ne BB ecnce, another band of those flaming messengers, were 
©$ Bis tched to the gaping tombs of unhappy wretches, to 
dy MBBasten them to the dreadful bar. But oh! the shame, re- 


lorse and despair that preyed npon the guiity souls of 


lo Bite se unhappy reprobates; with what reluctance did the 
© Bivrctched body crecp out of its gloomy prison. Oh! the 
F orrid groans, the awful screams, the shocking blasphe- 


ies, which issued from the mouths of the poor selfcon- 
'* Hicmned wretches. But to the bar they are forced te 
ome notwithstanding all their opposition. 

How grand! how augustand sublime is the glorious 
cne ! T saw the Almighty Judge, seated on a thrane of 
‘fe, shining in all the uncreated splendor of God, and 
azing with insufferable glory. His countenance beam- 
§ with inexpressible sweetness, imparted inexpressible 
y to the souls of his chesen people. While the stern 
“jésty, and unbounded glory of the righteous judge, 
led the hearts of the wicked with unutterable horror. 
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A golden cloud of the finest texture, and composed of 
the sw ohcat exhalations nature could produce, now form. 
ed an ample theatre, in which the righteous were seated 
at the right hand of their exalted Lord. While the wick. 
ed, for ced t by the awents of divine wrath, took place q 
the left hand, staneiing on a pitchy cloud composed of the 
sulphurous smoke, and Rorvoncne fumes, arising from 
the " burning deep, and dissolving elemenis, and from 
whi on were continually emitting - cerrodi: ng flames that 
prey upon their wretched souls aaa agerayv.te their cease. 
less misery. 

While I was contemplating the different situation of 
the children of men in the presence of their glorious 
judge, suddenly my ears were stunned with the most 
horrific outcries ever heard in universe. I turned, and 
saw the mighty a ngcls, vipat countenances shone with 
berg ees, advancing, dragging in chains of divine fury, 

apostate, and <¢ his wretched crew of fallen 

I saw, and I tre vabled at the horrid effects o! 

Oh sin? w hat a company of rational beings, hast 

he 


hou pr ecipita ted from the most exalted dignity, tot 
lowest abyss of misery and ruin. 


Inow beheld multitudes of rational beings arriving 
from all the numerous worlds, compassing the vast 
mains of the great JEHOVAH, to be spectators of 1 
important trial. 

Allthings being ready, the grand cause was opened 
the indictinents were read, the parties heard ; and nov 
the glorious judge proceeded to pronounce the definitive 
sentence from which there is no appeal nor any rescue. 

nd first, with an aspect of inexpressible sweetness 
he cared to the righteous, who were placed at his right 
hand, and in the presence of assembled worlds, he sil 
eninly pronounced, “ Come ye blessed of my father, ™ 
herit the kingdom prepared for you, from the founcan 
of the world.” 

Then turning to the left, with vengeance in his blazig 
eyes, he sternly pronounced, * Depart from me ye curs” 
trito everlastin ge fire, hrepared for the devil and his® 
gels.” Waving pronounced sentence the judge aros 
from his glorious seat. Fr 

Immediately all the messengers of wrath, the agents ? 
fury, and flaming executioners of divine yengeane: 
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clothed themselves with terrors, and armed with all the 
artillery of heaven, began to inflict the wrath of God, up- 
on the poor condemned malefactors. They first seized 
the old apostate, Satan, and binding him with chains of 
impenetrable darkness, delivered him into the hands of 
one of the most weak, mean, and abject of the human 
race, who had him in-charge to hold him in firm durance, 
and lord itover him according to his good pleasure.— 
Surely thought I, the triumphing of the wicked is short, 
isthis the proud spirit who aspired-to the throne of God. 
But how art thou fallen, oh Lucifer, son of the morning! 

The fiery agents of divine vengeance, now rushed with 
blazing terror upon the groaning children of ruin, and 
drove them onward, headlong toward the guiph of unut- 
terable misery. The inconceivable fire of divine power 
melted down the earth, the dross and filth was purged off 
and thrown into the profound of hell, where it wears the 
resemblance of creature delights, and augments the mis- 
eries of the wretched tenants of those all-devouring re- 
gions. At the same time the wicked flying from their pur- 
suers, sped on their way toward the gulph of endless ru- 
in. While the hot thunderbolts of divine wrath, burst 
upon their devoted heads. Anon the yawning pit of in- 
discribable woe gaped hideous to receive them, and the 
flaming lightnings blazing after them, burnt with tenfold 
ardor down to the profpundest hell. Here the scene clo- 
sed upon them. 

The dread sovereign with sweet and placid air, now 

gave command to decorate the earth, and render it a glo- 
rious monument of his eternal power andgoodness. ‘The 
omnitic word was soon obeyed. The earth appeared a 
glorious orb, a fit residence for perfect holiness. 
_ And the cjortous judge, attended with his dear filends, 
in joyful triumpi:, ascended to the third heavens, and pre- 
sented his: eds ened ones before the throne of paternal glo- 
ty. Atthe same time having accomplished the ardu- 
ous work of a mediator, he resigned his commission into 
the hasds of his heavenly fataer, and was absorbed in De- 
ity, and God was all in all. 

The united armies of saints and angels, with loud ac- 
claim began the glorious triumph, and the burden of 
their sone was,“ Glory to God on high.’ These anima- 
® 2 aT x4 
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ting strains so operated upon my feeble powers, that { 
awoke and beheld it was a dream. . 
But the thing is certain, and the interpretation sure, 
AMYNTAS, 


eg 3 QDS) 


The effects of Infdeiity, exemplified in the miserable deat) 
of one who apostatized froma pfircfession of the Chris. 


- 
/ 


tian religion, 


At Bolton there is a considerable number of deistica! 
persons, who assersble to confirm each other in their in. 
fidelity. The oaths and imprecations which are uttered 
in that meeting, are too horrible to relate, while they toss 
the word of God upon the floor, kick it about the house, 
and tread it under their feet. 

Wiilltam Pope, who had beena steady Methodist for 
some years, became at length a professe’! Deist, and. join- 
ed himself to this crew. . After he had been an associate 
ef this company some time, he was taken ill, and the 
mature of his complaint was such, that he confessed the 
hand of God was upon him, and he declared he longed to 
die,that-he might go to hell; many times praying ear- 
nestly for damnation. Messrs. Rhodes and- Barrow- 
clough, were sent to talk and pray with the unhappy 
man. But he was so far from being thankful fu: their ad- 
vice and assistance, that he spit in their faces, and threw 
at them whatever he could lay his hands upon, and struck 
one of them with allhis micht, and often cried out, when 
they were praying, “ Lord, do not hear their prayers!” 
if they said, “ Lord save his soul!’ He cried, “ Lord 
damn my scul /? Often adding, ‘ Aly damnation is seal- 
edand I long to be i. hell!” Inthis way he continued, 
until he died. He was frequently visited by his deistica! 
brethren during his illness, who would have persuaded 
the public that he was not in his senses. Mr. Rhodes 
said, * He was full of devils as he could hold.”’ 

This is a striking instance of the dreadful effects of 
infidelity upon the mind of a fellow creature, in the awe 
ful season when he most needs support and cansclation 

Plea for Religion, 
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The miserable death of a gentleman of infidel prrinciples. 


Cumberland, gives‘us amost mournful tale concern-- 


ing a gentleman of infidel principles. I-remember him 
in the height of his fame, the hero of his party ;° no-man 
so carressed, followed and applauded: he was a little 


loose, his friends would own, in his: moral character, but 


‘hen-he was the honestest fellow im the world ; it was not 
denied he was rather free in his notions, !«it then he was 


the best creature livings Ihave seen men of the gravest. 


characters wink at his sallies;: because he was so pleas- 


ant and so well bred, it was impossible to be angry with 
him. Every thing went well: with him, and Antitheus 
yhen he was suddenly seized with the most alarming 
symptoms :: he was: at his country house, and which had 


rarely happened to him, at that time alone ;: wife or fami-~ 


'y he had none, out of the multitude of his friends no one 


nappened to be near him at the moment of his attack. A+» 


neighboring physician was called out of bed in the night 
io him in all haste in this extremity : he found him sitting 
up in his bed supported by pillows, his countenance full 
of horror, his breath struggling as in the horrors of death 
his pulse intermitting, and at times beating with such 
rapidity as could hardly be counted.- Antitheus dismis- 


o 


sed the attendants he had about him, and eagerly demand-- 


ed of the physician, if he thought him in danger, 
the physician answered that he must fairly tell him 
thatle-was in imminent danger.. “ How so!-how so! do 
you think me dying ? He was sorry to say, the symptoms 
indicated death.“ Impossible ! you mast not let me die: 


i dare not die: O doctor! Save meif you can.”° Your 


situation, sir, is such that it is not in mine, or any other 


man’s art, to save you;. and I think I should not do my 
duty, if I gave you any false hopes:in- these moments, . 


which, TT am not mistaken, will not more than suffice for 


any worldly or other concerns, which you may have upon: 


your mind to settle... * My mind is full of horror, and [I 
am incapable of preparing it for death.. He now fell into 


‘an agony, accompanied with a shower cf tears ;.a cordiat 


Was administered, and he revived ina degree ; when tur- 
ding to the physician, who had his fingers upon his pulse, 
he eagerly demanded of him, if he did not see that blood 
Upon the feet-curtain of hisbed. There was none to be 
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seen, the paysician assured him it was nothing but a ya. 
por of his fancy. “I see it plainly, in the shape ofa hu. 
man hand: I have been visited with a tremendous appa. 
rition. AsI was lying sleeplessin my bed this night, [ 
took up a Ictter of a deceased friend, to dissipate certain 
thoughts that made me uneasy : I believed him to be q 
great philosopher, and was converted to his opinions; 
persuaded by his arguments and my own experience, 
that the disor ccrly affairs of this evil world would not be 
adminstered by any wise, just or providential being, I had 
brought myself to think that no such being could exist, 
and that a life produced by chance, must terminate in an- 
nihilation; this is the reasoning of that letter, and were 
the thoughts I was revolving in my mind, when the appa- 
rition of my dear friend presented itself before me; and 
untolding the curtain of my bed, stood at my fect, looking 
earnestly upon me for a considerable space of time. My 
heart sunk withinme; for his face was ghastly, full of 
horror, wit an expression of such anguish as I can 
never describe; his eyes were fixed upon me, and at 
Jength with a mournful motion of his head—* Alas! alas! 
he cried, we are ina fatal error!” Andtaking hold of the 
curtains with his hand, shook them yiolently and disap- 
peared.—This I protest to you, I both saw and heard; 
and look where the print of his hand is left in blood upon 


the curtains |’ 
Antitheus survived the relation of this vision very few 


_ hours, and died delirious, in great agonies. 


What a forsaken and disconsolate creature Is man with- 
out his God and Savior. Plea for Religion. 


DEATH OF VOLTAIRE. 


During Voltaire’s last visit to Paris, when his triumph 
was complete, and he even feared he should die with glo- 
ry, amidst the acclamations of an infatuated theatre, he — 
was struck by the hand of providence, and fated to make 
avery different termination cf his career. 

In the midst of his triumphs, a violent hemorrhagé 
raised apprehensions for his life. D’Alerabert, Diderot 
and Marmontel, hastened ta support his resot ution in has 
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fast mioments, but were only witnesses‘to their mutual ig- 


3 ee 


nominy as well as hisown. Rage, remorse, reproach and 


blasphemy, all accompany and characterize the agony of 


the dying Atheist. 

During a long life, he was continually treating the ho- 
ly scriptures with contempt, and endeavoring to spread 
the poison of infidelity among the nations. 

it had been customary during many years for Voltaire 
to call our blessed Savior—‘+the Wretch.’? And he 
vowed that he would “crush him.’? He closes many of 
his letters to his infidel friends with the same words— 
‘“ crush the wretch !”’ 

In his last illness he sent for Tronchin. When the 
Doctor came, he found Voltaire inthe greatest agonies, 
exclaiming with the utmost herror—I] am abandoned by 
God and man. 

Doctor, I will give you half of what Iam worthif you 
will give me six months life. The doctor answered, Sit, 
you carinot live six weeks. Voltaire replied, then I shall 
go to hell, and you will go with me! And soon after 
expired. 

D’Alembert, Diderot and about twenty others of the 
conspirators, who had beset his apartment, never ap- 
proached him, but to witness their own ignominy, 
and he would often curse them, and exclaim: ‘“ Retire! 
It was you that have brought me to my present state ! 
Berone! I could have done without you all, but you 
could not exist without me! And what a wretched glory 
have you procured me !” 

Then would succeed the horrid remembrance of his 
conspiracy. ‘They could hear him, the prey ef anguish 
and dread, alternately supplicating or blaspheming that 
God against whom he had conspired ; and in plaintive ac- 
cents would he cry out, “OhChrist! Oh Jesus Christ -’”’ 
And then complain that he was abandoned of God and 
man. The hand which had traced in ancient writ the 
sentence of an impicus reviling king, scemed to trace 
before his eyes, “Crush then, do crush the wretch.” In 
vain he turned his head away; the time was coming 
apace, when he was to appear before the tribunal of him 
whom he had blasphemed; and his physicians, particu- 
larly Mr. Tronchia, calling to administer relief, thun- 
derstruck, retired declaring the death of the impious 
man to be terrible indeed. The pride of the conspira- 
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tors would willingly have suppressed chese declarations; 
but it was in vain. The Marteschal de Richliew fled from 
the bed side, declaring it to be a sight too terrible to be 
sustained ; and Mr. Tronchin, that the furies of Orestes 
could vive but a faint idea of those of Voltaire. 

Thus died the hero of modern infidels. Dare any one 
say, let me die the death of Voltaire, and let my last end 
be like his. 

This account of the unhappy end of Voltaire is confir- 
med by a letter from M. de Sue, an eminent philosopher, 
and a man of the strictest honor and probity. 

Diderot and D’Alembert, bis friends and companions 
in infidelity, died with remorse of conscience somewhat 
sfmilar to the above. Plea for Religion. 


w~ap--< 


As a contrast to the foregoing, attend to the following ate 
count of the deata of a Christian. 


Toplady, a few days before his death said toa friend, 
« Tt is impossible to describe the goadness of God to me. 
This afternoon I have enjoyed sucha season, such sweet 
communion with God, and such delightful manifestations 
of his presence and love to my soul, that it is im- 
possible for words, or any language to express them. I 
have had peace and joy unutterable. The comforts and 
manifestations of God’s love are so abundant, as to ren- 
der my state and condition the most desirable in the 
world. TF would not exchange my condition with any one 
upon earth.’”’ The same friend calling upon him a day 
or two before his death, he said with hands clasped, and 
his eyes lifted up and starting with tears of the most evi- 
dent Joy: “ Icannot tell youthe- comforts I feel in my 
soul. They are past expression. The consoiations of 
God to such an unworthy wretch are so abundant, that he 
leaves me nothing to pray for, but a continuance of them. 
I enjoy a heaven already in my soul. My prayers are all 
converted Into praise. 

‘Oh how this soul of mine longs to be gone! Like a 
bird imprisoned in a cage, it longs to take its flight. h 
that [had wings like a dove, then would I flee away to 
the realms of bfiss, and be at rest forever! O that some 
guardian angel might be commissioned; for I long te be 
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gbsent from this body, and to be with the Lord forever. 

«© what a day of sunshine has this been to me! I 
have nowoids to express it. Itis unutterable. O my 
friends how good is God! Almost without interruption 
his presence has been with me. 

O what delights! Whe can fathom the joys of the 
third heaven? The sky is clear; there is no cloud; 
come, Lord Jesus, come quiekly.” Plea for Kel. 


ow" 4 pec 


Is it bigotry to believe the sublime truths of the gos- 
pel with a full assurance of faith? I glory in such bigot- 
ry; I would not part wt 5 it forathousand worlds ; I con- 
eraiuiate the mun who ts possessed of it; for amidst all 
the vicissitudes and calamities of the present state, that 
man en\: ys an inexhaustible fund of consojation, of which 
it is not in the power of fortune to deprive him.—7d. 


Oo *+Oo— 


Messrs. Editors, 

Shouid you judge the following extract of a letter from 
a Lady in Virginia to her Brother in Connecticut, worthy 
ot a place in your useful publication, it is at your dispe- 
sal, 

Virginia, August 6th, 1814. 

Drar BRoTHER, 

Your jetter, bearing date July 9th, came to us tae 
49th of the same month. Never was a letter more accep- 
table. With regard to your enquiries, 

Ist. ., Where are you?’” 

I answer, in Virginia, county of Monongalia, the 
eapital of which is Morgantown. We live one-fourth of 
amile from the bounds of Maryland, and two hundred 
miles southwest from Baltimere. 

Quest. 2d. What ministers are in your vicinity ?” 

Ans. Qne Baptist, who, I have been. informed, lives 
about fourteen miles from us, and preaches there one ser- 
mon in each month. The only preaching that I have heard 
of nearer than that since I came here is sevén miles dis- 
tant; where a Methodist preaches one sermon every two 
Weeks. Butsuch is the badness of the roads, aud the dif- 


ve t thoy af. *- 
> at ; i maak 


2 
; 
1 
~ 
Va 


e 
tr. 
4 ' 
& 
‘ by 


Ss, 
+) A 
| ae 
ayn 
tah : 
re oer oy 
cae 
¥ re 
ei it 
ree ie 
van? | 
ae 


» ‘ ‘eo F2 tS 
- Bea cNe. Pro~ * es 
- Po see oe - . 


~~ 


- 





ok “ 
= PT LS ig ta PT SOO 
_ 


Re NT A are ity . * 








216 


ficulty of leaving my babes, that I have not heard him. 

Quest. 3d. “What Missionaries have you seen :” 

Ans, None! Norcan I hear that but one Presbyterian 
or Congregational minister ever passed this way. hat 
was about two years since. The inhabitants speak of 
him in terms of the highest respect. But I really belieye 
that a person would be more likely to obtain salvation in 
Hindostan than here. Indeed, I cannot tell why this dis- 
mal part of our land has been so utterly neglected by those 
best and most charitable of institutions, the Missionary 
Societies. ) 

,At cannot be said of these as it truly may be of the peo. 
plein the lower counties of this State ;—thcy have money 
and information, and it is altogether their own fault that 
they have not the gospel; but here they have neither. 

Many men and women, some more than thirty years of 
age, were born among these mountains, or brought here 
when quite young, whe hever hearda Presbyterian min- 
ister preach, and very seldom any other, and even know 
not their Ietters. Many heads of families and their nv- 
merous offsprings cannot read at all; and there is no 
school within twelve miles. , 

Oh, my brother! How my heatt’bleeds for the pre- 
cious immortals around us, buried in ignorance, sin and 
stupidity; and also for myself and family. 

Can you be spareda little while from your charge to 
visit us? Can you not- intercede ‘for us in this dark be- 
nighted region, to the Trustees of the Missionary Soct- 
ety Can you not takea short mission and in your tou! 
come tous? Do not forget us, Iintreat you. Hf you 
cannot come yourself; cannot some one be sent? | 
know of no place where such labors are more needed. 

4th. You ask, ** What are the religious sentiments 
and practices ef the people, and how is the sabbath regat- 
ded?”’ 

dy this time I think you can anticipate my answ¢t; 
though Ica say their conduct is much better than! 
could expect from them, considering human nature and 
their want of advantages. ’ 

They generally admit the truth of divine revelation; 
say religion is a fine thing; wish they could have preach: 
ing on the Sabbath; and be favored with schools, and 
seem torceret that they cannotread. They plead thei 















































Letier from a Lady in Virginia. A? 


poverty and distance from each other as their excuse for 

not having thesethings. They are very friendly and hos- 

nitable. And though they do not pretend to labor on the 

Sabbath ; yetitis their custom and one that prevails in 

Maryland and Virginia, to visit, do errands and make 
argains on that day. 

You ask “What are our influence andexample?” I feel 

thankful I can tell you that we are not inclined to follow 
their example. But always when they invite usto visit 
them on the Sabbath;—we tell them plainly what we 
think of it, and give them our reasons why we think so. 
When they come to visit us, we read to them some good 
book, and endeavor to converse with themon divine 
things. 
' But so wicked and deceitful is my heart that I have to 
lament my own unfaithfulness. J am so stupid, that the 
things which I know I need often to be told, and alas, 
there is nothing here to stirup the mind to ought but 
grief, 

Iam happy to find that my companion also feels the 
want of what we cannot here enjoy. And I often feel 
that Lhad rather be an honest beggar among poor people 
than to spend my days, and bring up and leave my dear 
babes, in such a place as this. 

Oh, my brother! I think divine ordinances never ap- 
peared more precious than sinceI have been here. I do 
not believe it common for persons to estimate the glorious 
privileges of the blessed gospel as they ought, until they 
have been deprived of them, after having loved and en- 
joyedthem. It appears to me at times as though I could 
not endure to spend one Sabbath, and mon»th and year 
alter another shut up inthis wilderness; with my chil- 
dren crowing up by mé, and not be able to lead them to 
the house of God. 

1 make it my practice to walk alone intoa little grove 
of oaks, and especially on the Sabbath, at the hour I think 
you are going to the house of Ged; there I think I feel 
somewhat as the childern of Israel did when they hanged 
their harps on the willows and exclaimed: “If I forget 
thee, Q Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 
if T do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the 
‘oof of my mouth: if I prefer not Jerusalem above my 
chief joy.” There I reflect that my sins haye justly de- 
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served all this and much more. And itappears to me 
that lam suffering this banishment awhile, to teach me 
the value of what I did not rightly improve. At preser: 
Icanseeno way of escape. But while I live I hope 
i shall not cease to pray for deliverance till it come, 
{think I never longed for any thing more than I now do 
to live where I can attend public worship, where the 
Christian graces are in lively exercise, where I could 
once more enjoy the society of pious and enlightened 
peopie. 

And now, brother, you know our situation, feelings and 
wants. » We beseech you strive together with us by your 
prayers, that God would turn again our captivity, forgive 
our sins, and make the evening “of our lives more com-, 
fertable and uscful for Jesus’ sake. Conn. Mag. 


Extract fromareport to the Massachusctis Congregation: 
al Missicnary Society. 


Nothing affords us more real joy,than the ardent zeal 
manifested by the children of God, of different de- 
nominations, for the advancement of the cause of truth. 
It is therefore, with real satisfaction, that we have an 
opportunity of presenting our readers with some cx- 
tracts from an interesting report, made to the Massa- 
chusetts Congregational Missionary Society. ‘Taken 
from the 6th vol. of the Adviser. Editors. 


The state of Louisiana has a population of about 77,000 
free people, and about 35,000 slaves. Of the free peopie 
it is esiimated that about one fifth are Av.cricans. “ The 
settlements east of lakes Mauripas and Bauchantrain to 
Pearl river are few and scattering, but chiefiy American. 
The settlements on the Mississippi are very flourishing 
from Point Coupee to some distance below New-Orleais; 
and on both sides of the river they present almost a con- 
tinued village. The inhabitants of the upper part of the 
settiements are from Canada; of the middle, Germans; 
and of the lower part, French and Spanish from Europe. 
Allspeak the same language,and are similar in habits,mam 
ners and religion. In the settlements on the Gulph, wes 
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of the Mississippi the people are Spanish, French, and aa ee | 
ne American. On Red river they are principally French, Bey 
ne and in the Washita, American. ‘Ihe state of society in Die 
ni this country Is very deplorable. The people are entirely ii. 
De jgnorait of divine things, and have been tauzht only to Be A 4 
e, attend mass and count their beads. They are without Noe 
co school and of the French inhabitants not one in ten can 
he read. Taetr whole business seems to beto make the 





most they canof thcir plantations, andto gct gain. They 
d are not inteinperate in drinking, but continence is with 
them no virtue. The Sabbath to them is a high holiday, ee 

d aud on it is committed perhaps more actual sin, than du- sae ta 
t ring the whole week beside. Dancing, gambling, par- “bie 
€ tics of pleasure, theatrical amusements, dining parties, ae 85 
. &c. are tne common business ofthe day, after mass inthe aa ah 
morning. In the whole state there is not one Protestant peer 

chure hy unless it be a small one of Baptists, about to be ee ule 
éstabiishedat Appelousas. The Methodists have had | ge ae 
itinerants up Rect River and Washita, but are exceeding- Ra 

! lyunpopular. Lue religion profess ed is entirely Roman ‘ia Pea 
Ciholic. The clergy of this order, however, are not nu- 
MELONS, perhaps fiftecn. The Bishop and four or five oe 
piscsts reside in New-Orlears. Bishop de Bury, I be- 4. 

lieve to be a man of piety ; and I know that he laments i: 
tne degraded state of their church in Louisiana, and Phi 
mourns over the de; pravi y and wickedness of the place in Ss ee 
waich he resi Jes. he Bishop and Father Antonio favor- ae i) 
ed th estab litieions ‘of the Louisiana Bible Society, pare fs Bae 
waich I trust will prove a great and lasting blessing ‘to the te 
State,”** babe 4 
“The Bishop,’ says Mr. Mills, “is considered as a cane I 
man of character and of extensive information; he came ae 
irom Baltimore and has been in New-Orleans buta few hone 
months. He gave it as his opinion, that there were not tne: 
attuis time 12 Bibles in the vicinity of New-Orleans.— bey 
me spoke of this city as be ‘ing the most desperately wick- 
d place he had ever been in,” though “he had been in (ei 
Soule and had opportunity of ascertainin e the morals va 
and religion in the cities of that kingdom.’”’ net i 
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The Louisiana Bible Society was established at New. 
Orleans by exertions of our missionaries, while they were 
there. ‘Phe legislature was then in session, and gentle. 
men of influence, notin the city only, but in the state a: 
large, became members. Very considerable attention 
was excited tothe subject, and many people began ear- 
nestly to enquire for the Bible. Ontheday the Bible Soci. 
ety was formed, Mr. Mills writes, “ I was at the store of 
Mr. Stackhouse this morning, and during a short stay 
there, five or six French people called on him inquiring for 
Bibles in their language. Some of them belonged to the 
city, and some to the country.” Two days afterwards he 
writes.—° Mr, Stackhouse informed me this evening that 
a number of people called on him for Bibles, mostly 
French Catholics. This is certainly a wonderful day for 
New-Orleans.—Mr. Stackhouse told me that if he had 
fifty Bibles, they would all be disposed of at once.” ~A 
Mr. Dow has received, through a friend, twenty or thirty 
English bibles, from the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety. These were all distributed. 

During their stay of about three weeks in New-Or- 
leans, our missionaries preached as often as they had op- 
portunity. Of thelast Sabbath Mr. Mills says; “In the 
evening the congregation was numerous for the place; 
perhaps 200 attended. Brother Schermerhorn preached. 
It was said by those who had lived in the city a consider- 
able time they never saw so fulla meeting before. After 
sermon, acollection of 84 dollars was made for the mission- 
aries.’—M>r. Schermerhorn had an invitation, a pretty 
pressing Me, it would seem, to remain at New-Orleans, 
and settle in the ministry there. In retation to this he says 
T regretted it could not be so; for I believe the Lord has 
muc': peopie in that city; that itis an ample field for use- 
fulness, and the most important situation in the western 
country.” 

“To West Florida,” says Mr. Mills, “‘the people are 
extremely ignorant. The attention of some of them has 
been lately called to religious subjects. Numbers of them 
lose no timein soliciting for a Bible, whenever a prospect 
that they may be supplied is presented, which Is very rare. 
There are some families in this partof our country, whe 
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faithful,is their Chairman, and stated preacher. 
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never saw a Bible, nor heard of Jesus Christ: and some 
there are, hopefully pious, who cannot obtain a Bible or 
evena Testament. The people to whom I now refer 
speak the English language.”’ 

The view now given of these extensive, dark,and famish- 
ing regions of our country, can hardly fail deeply to affect 
the hearts of the friendsof the Redeemer, and of those 
for whom he died: and if it have the effect to wake up 
the members of this Society and others to more earnest 
prayer and exertion for the imparting of the blessings of 
the Gospel to such as are perishing for want of them, the 
design of presenting it will be answered, 


Account of Jews in London. 


On Thursday evening, September 9th, 1813, a society 
was organized at the Jews’ Chapel, in London, by FOR- 
TY converted children of Abraham.—The Rev. J. S.C. 
F. Frey, a true and lineal descendant of the father of the 
This so- 
ciety of Christian Israelites is one of the blessed results 
of the establishment of “ the London Society for promo-~ 
ting Christianity among the Jews.’’ This last establish- 
ment has a school under its care for the education of He- 
brew children. 


aD > ee 
The Wanderer Restored, 
{Extracted from the Theological and Biblical Magazine. } 


Mr. Epitor, | 

The following letter was written by the late venerable 
Mr. Benjamin Francis to one of his straying sheep. It 
breathes so much of the spirit of the Christian pastor, 
and was rendered so useful in restoring the person ad- 
dressed from an awful state of transgression (who, I am 
happy to say, is now a member of the church I have the 
honor to serye) that I much wish it might be made public. 
T 2 
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232 The Wanderer Restored. 


My Dear Friend, 

My love to your person, my concern for your welfare, 
and my relation to you as your pastor, urge me to address 
to you the subsequent lines. 

It is with great surprize and inexpressible grief, that I 
hear of your persevering in a conversation so inconsistent 
with your former religious sentiments and feelings, so 
dishonorable to your Christian profession,so opposite tothe 
doctrine, te the spirit, and to the example of the blessed 
Redeemer, and so awfully injurious to your owa soul. — 
Ten years agothe ilthof May next, you made a public and 
a solemn profession of your faith and repentance, and you 
adorned your profession for several years. O that it was 
with you as in months past! When your conduct was or- 
mamental, when you attend + and engaged in meetings of 
prayers and conference, when you communed with us at 
the table of the Lord, and’when you were much esteem- 
ed and beloved by your Christian brethren. I particular- 
ly loved you, and hoped that you would have continued 
an ornament to your holy profession. You did run well, 
but ah, what hath hindered you ? While so many aposta- 
tize from God, will you also, my friend, go away ? Will 
you also crucify the Lord of glory the second time? Will 
you also add to my gricf and discouragement ? Will you 
also draw back to perdition? God forbid! Where, O 
where will your present conduct end ! Is it better with 
you zow, with respect to your reputation, peace of mind, 
and hope of eternal glory, than when you were in fellow- 
ship with us, and walked circumspectly with God? As 
your eternal interest lies near my heart, I most earnestly 
and affectionately entreat of you, seriously and repeated- 
ly to peruse the following passages: Heb. x. 24. and to 
the end of the chapter. 2 Pet.ii. 20—22. Matt. xxvi. 
24. Jer. iii. 12, 13, 14. 

O my friend! You and I have to do with an infinitely 
holy God, whe will not be mocked, and cannot be deceived. 
Co tothe throne of grace; go tothe cross of Christ; 
neither presume nor despair. O do not oblige usto exclude 
you from us ! O do not exclude yourself from heaven ! and 
dy 2t torture my mind with the fear of being a witness 
2... st you inthe day of judgment! 


7) 


fray come and sce me, that 1 may have some free con- 
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versation With you. Expect nothing from me but love and ied: 
tenderness, faithfulness and sincerity ; and believe me to Bans: 
be, ) i F 4 +f 
My dear friend, fe Se 

Your affectionate though aggrieved pastor, eae 

B. FRANCIS. Peas 








Horseley, February 23, 1798. 







From the Witness. 





























ON CHRISTIAN CHEERFULNESS. a 


There is one excellence in Christianity not sufficiently 
appreciated. Holy cheerfulness is essential to the use- 
fulness and pepe of the Christian. How is it then, 
that we see so much discontent and gloom among the re- 
deemed of the Lord? Whatever be the cause,it Is certain | : 
that religion is not; for in proporuon to our knowledge of th: 
the character of God, and our Jove to the truth, must be gue: ees 
our real happiness. Religion never brings misery; but re- jee a eg 
moves it. If our lot be trying, true religion alone can Bite) 
support us. Who can be miserable, having faith in Jesus ? ei 
Who unhappy ina sense of his pardoning love? Paul expe- Pes 
rienced agreater variety of afflictions than any other Chris- te 
tlanof whom we have so particular an account; but was | 
he ever dispirited, or enveloped in gloom? Hear his tri- bis 
umphant declaration, 2 Cor. iv.7,8,9. Hear also his ex- qt 
hortation, “* Rejoice ever more. In every thing give te 
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus con- fe. 
cerning you.’? ‘lhe sorrow of the world worketh death ; + ce 
and perhaps we are oftentimes exercised with this when TE 
we mistake it for godlv sorrow, wluch certainly brings no ea 
real unhappiness . with it. pod G 

Young Christians frequently declare,that however great oie 
their former pleasures, they knew nothing of real pleasure $F 
until they found it in the exercise of faith, ‘and a consequent ake 
sorrow for sin. And Waits, in one of hislyric poems peo 
Tt a correspondent sentiment, in these beamiful 
INES ; : 






‘While of his absence we complain, ca 
* And mourn and weep in all we do, 






Remarkable Interfosition. 





‘ There’s a strange pleasure in the pain, 
‘* And tears have their own sweetness too.’’ 


In reading a late London magazine I found the following 
account in the biog raphy of a Mr. Daniel Burgess, who wa; 
a faithful and successful preacher at the time of the ui. 
formity act. He was sorely persecuted by unrelenting ep. 
emies, and cruelly imprisoned for his zeal and faithfulness, 
Yet such was his contentment and confidence in God, thy 
he could use such language as this, “ But it must and shall 
be sald, to the praise of new-covenant grace, all my nights 
are not sleepless, all my days are not restless, every friend 
is not faithless, nor are all enemies found useless ; al! dis. 
turbed studies are not tasteless, all the disadvantaged ser. 
mons have not proved fruitless; all the various troubles 
have not been comiortless ; northe comfort mixed with 
them successiess. Remember, says he, what I add when 
you see me not, and when I shall be seen no more; I am 
nearhome; and whatever befals me betwixt this and home 
I shall strive myself, and exhortsuch as you, to maintaina 
holy gospel alacrity and cheerfulness. Because it is most 
sure our Godapproves it, and requires it inall states. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ is annointed to give itto us. Our holy 
infinite helper, is sent to work it in us. Our dangerous 
enemy is advantaged by our wantof it. It is our spiritual 
bread to strengthen us. Itisour bright armor to adom 
and defend us.” 
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REMARKABLE INTERPOSITION. 


Mrs. Lewis,* of Norwich, (Eng.) being the daughtero! 
parents whose circumstances were much circumscribed, 
destitute of education or experience in the world, was put 
out to service at twelve years of age. Her mistress was4, 
person of suspicious character; who, by frequent presents 
of gaudy dress, together with the bad example of the 
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* This case was written after frequent visits made to the sub- 


ject of itin 1775; and is well known to several ministers nov 
living. 


























whole house, soon led her toexpect admirers, and to in- 
julge impure sentiments. From this situation, however, 
she was removed before she had contracted actual guilt. 
Hernext place was that of a lady’s maid; which, at the 
persuasion of a fellow-servant, she soon left, wit!r a de- 
sion of going to London, to make their fortune ; but her 
companion proved faithless, and accepted her place, which 
she had persuaded her to resign. Being a genteel per- 
son, unemployed, and unrestrained by her parents, sli¢ 
was seduced by a gentleman of Norwich. Shame soon 
drove her from her native home. Friendless and unpro- 
vided, she went to London where, in all the wretchedness 
and criminality of a nature abandoned to vice, she spent 
several disgraceful years in prostitution, until poverty, in- 
temperance and disease had greatly affected her constitu- 
tion. Yet, in this miserable situation, she found one who 
proposed marriage. To this she consented; but the 
change only afforded her an opportunity of adding iniqui- 
ty unto Iniquity. 

Eight years and a half she lived in this abandoned con- 
dition. Conscience, though long silent, began at last to 
make heruneasy. She now had thoughts of reformation, 
and of making, by herfuture conduet, an atonement for 
her past transgressions. T’or this purpose she applied toa 
Romish priest,who put her upon the discipline of the Ho- 
ly Church. Books of penance were lent her; and what 
she found therein recommended, she carried into rigor- 
ous execution; such as fasting, starving in the cold, ly- 
ing upon boards, and, could her constitution have sup- 
ported it, she was to have lain three nights upon the cold 
éarth, covered with ashes. Having continued one year 
én this plan she was hardly able to walk; during which 
time her conscience and her sins alternately prevaiied.— 
She now thought, that if she could procure for herself 
some excruciating and painful death, it would make 
amends for all. Under the influence of this dreadful 
persuasion, she formed the horrid design of murdering 
her husband, that by the laws of her country she might 
“be condemned to be burned to death. She shewed me 
the knife she had concealed for this fatal purpose : but 
her courage failed her, so that she could not perpetrate 
the execrable deed. Her conscicnee growing more dis- 
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tressed, she even wished herself in hell, that she mig] 
know the worst of it; and more than once, she was ae 
vented from plunging herself into eternal misery. 

About this time she was advised by an acquaintance to 
so to the Tabernacle at Norwich. To this she objected, 
fearin; rifit were knowa, she should be deemed an enihu. 
siast. Conscience, however, pressed, and despair prevail. 
ed, which at last determined her to ro; but not before 
she had falien on her knees and pi rayed, “ Lord, direct 
me where to go! Lord, bring me where \ may find direc. 

tion for my s< sul, for Lama ruined sinner *, and if not sosn 
hel ‘ped, I must be lost; lost forever!’ T hree days after. 
wards she stole into the Tabernacle. Upon being seated, 
the solemnity of the place, the apparent attent ion. and se 
riousness of the people, tomether with the sweetness of 
the hymns, concurred to induce a belief, that this was the 
rizht way. ‘This occasioned her to shed te rs, of whic 
she was much ashamed ; thinking no one but herself was 
ever so weak as tq weep at the singing of ahymna. Mr, 
Hook was at that time the preacher at the Tabernacle, 
whose scrmon came home with great power to her heart. 
Yet instead of that comfort, which she wished for and ex: 
pected, she saw, and believed herself to be, the most vile 
and contemptible sinherupon earth; apprehending that 
every body might read hep sins in her countenance, and 
that they would not suf her to come there any more; 
yea, she expected every moment that some one would be 
sentto turn her out. 

Soon after, the writer of this, had on opportunity o 
visitine her at her own house, and found her in the great 
est agonics of soul; nor couid she for several weeks te 
CEIVE 2: gleam of calitoat. though my colleague or mysceli 
visited her almost every dav. ‘In the midst of her dis 
tress, a mbes was surgvested to her mind 3 s $ You 
are sure of damnation, and as well now as later : you Cale 
not be much worse; hell itself would be a a for 
suca a wretch as you are.”” Upon this she took the reso 
lution, “I will go once more tothe Tabernacle ; ene t 
not better, lam determined to drow n myself in the rivs 
Fully settled in this horrid resolution, she went. Me 
Hook soon after appeared tthe pulpit, and gaye outs 
byinn, the first yerses of which are as follows i— 
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+* Jesus, lover of my soul, 

** Let me to thy bosom fy, 
Whilst the nearer waters roll, 

** Whilst the tempest still is high. 


‘¢ Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 
‘* Till the storm of life is past 

‘ Safe into the haven guide, 
**Q, receive my soul at lasi! 


*99 


She immediately conceived that some one had informed 
ine minister of her situation, and that he had made this 
hymn for her sake. It pleased God to lead her thoughts 
thus to contemplate the subject of the hymn, as suited to 
her own particular case. “ Truly Iaminthe storm and 
tempest; much dol needa haven of rest; who knows but 
that I at last, bad as Iam, may find Jesus a savior ?’’ It 
was at this time she first found comfort. So powerfully 
were the words of the bymnimpressed, and so completely 
di dthey occupy her mind, that she neither remembered 

1¢ textnor the sermon. She now abandoned the thoughts 
of scli-murder, and continued under the ministry, grow- 
ing up gradually into the spirit and comfort of the Gos- 


gt 
nel, till she became one of the most humble, broken- 


hearted, spiritual and practic a “hristians I ever had the 
pleasure of knowing. All this summer she continued 
very weak in body, tender in conscience, and felt the 
symptoms of a dissolving constitution. A rash word or 
sinful thought would distress her soul for days afterwards. 
She never came to the Lord’s table but in a floodof tears ; 
nor til after every one else had received, supposing her- 
self to be utterly unwor thy to be numbe ved with the peo- 
pleof God; thouch to ¢ ull but herself she appeared ri- 
pening fast fora better world. 

Adtcr her conversion she had many fears and much un- 
belief to fight against ; yet upon the whole she could say, 
". suo whom i have believed, and am persuaded that he 
is able io keep that Which I have committed unto him 
ao ust that d day.’?* 

4n the winter, L775, she calmly resigned her soul into 


fae hands of the Friend of sinners, and went to joi that 
multitude before the throne, who came out of great tribu« 


*2 Tim. i. 12. 









223 Danger of Late Refrentance: 
lation, and washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.* She was buried in the Tabernacle 
at Norwich, and the Rev. Mr. C. preached her funeyg} 
sermon. 

The above relation contains facts well attested,and which 
can be authenticated by several living witnesses. Let men 
— them to what cause they please, tue facts are 

ertain: her liie was charged, her soul was blessed, and 
i death was happy. Those who are of f2ith will not 
hesitate a moment to attribute all] those effects to-the 
sovereignty of divine grace. W 5th such Instances be. 
fore oureyes, how pertinent and forcible are the words 
of the prophet, “ Lcok unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth; for lam ‘cod, and there is none else.” 








Ie OOF LE LES ERI 5 
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THE DANGER CF LATE REPENTANCE. 
EXTRACTED. 


Above all, let me caution you, not to put off this great 
and necessary work of repentance, to the most unseasor- 
able time of all oihers, the time of sickness and death, 
upon a iond presumption, that you can be reconciled 
God when you please, and exercise such repentance as 
will make your peace with him at any time. 

I am heartily afraid, that a very great part of mankind 
co miscarry upon this confidence, and are swallowed up 
in the gulph of eternal perdition, with this plank in the! 
arms. ‘lhe common custom is, (and J fear it is too com: 
mon) when the physician has given over his patient, then 
and not till then, to send for the minister, not so much 10 
enquire into the man’s condition, and give him suitable 
advice, as to give him,comfort and speak peace to him 4 
a venture. 

But let me tell you, that herein you put an extreme 
idifficult task on us (the ministers of religion) in expec’ 

ng we should pour oil and wine into the wound before i? 
be ‘searched, and speak smooth and comfortable things 
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3 man, that is but just brought to a sense of the long 
course of a wicked and lewd life, impenitently continued 
in. 

Alas! what comfort can we give to men in suchacase? 
We areloth to drive them to despair; and yet we must 
not destroy them by presumption ; pity and good nature 
do strongly tempt us to make the best of their case, and 
to give them all the little hope, which with any kind of rea- 
son we can, and God knows it is but little we can give to 
such persons upon good ground; for it all depends on 
the kind and sincerity of their repentance, which God 
only knows, and we can but guessat. Wecan easily tell 
them what they ought to have done, and what they should 
do if they live longer, and what is the best they can do in 
these straits into which they have brought themselves, 
viz. to exercise as deep a sense and repentance for their 
sins as possible, and to cry mightily to God for mercy, 
in and through the merits of our blessed Savior. But 
how far this will be available in these circumstances we 
cannot tell because we do not know, whether if the man 
had lived longer, this repentance, and these resolutions, 
which he now declares of a better source, would have ap- 
peared to be sincere. 

And afteitall is done that can be done in so shorta 
time, end in such circumstances of confusion and disor- 
der, as commonly attend dying persons, I doubt the result 
of ail, will be this: that there is much more ground of 
fear, than hope concerning them; nay, perhaps while we 
are pressing the dying sinner to repentance, he may ex- 
pire in great doubt and perplexity of mind, what will be- 
come of him: orif his eyes be closed with more com- 
fortable hopes of his condition, the next time he opens 
them again, he may find his fearful mistake, like the rich 
manin the parable, who when he was “in hell, lifted 
his eyes, being in torment.” 

Thisis avery dismal and melancholy consideration, 
and commands all men presently to repent, and not to put 


off the main work of their lives to the end of them, end 


the time of sickness and old age. Let us not offer up a 

carcase to God, instead of a living and acceptable sacri- 

fice: but let us turn to God,in the days of our health and 

strength, “ before the evil days come, and the years draw 

nigh, of which we say we haye no pleasure in them, before 
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lation, and washed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.* She was buried in the Tabernacle 
at Norwich, and the Rey. Mr. C. preached her funera} 
sermon 

The above relation contains facts well attested,and which 
can be authenticated by several jiving witnesses. Let men 
attribute them to what cause they please, ‘ie facts are 
certain: her lie was charged, her soul was blessed, and 
her death was happy. Those who are of f2ith will not 
hesitate a moment to attribute al] th<ose effects to-the 
sovereignty of divine grace. W 5th such Instances be. 
fore oureyes, how pertinent and forcible are the words 
of the prophet, “ Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth; for lam fod, and there is none else.” 


—_—— (48: 3 «ikea 


THE DANGER GF LATE REPENTANCE. 


EXTRACTED. 


Above all, let me caution you, not to put off this great 
and necessary work of repentance, to the most unseasor- 
able time of all others, the time of sickness and death, 
upon a fond presumption, that you can be reconciled 
God when you please, and exercise such repentance as 
will make your peace with him at any time. 

I am heartily afraid, that a very great part of mankind 
co miscarry upon this confidence, and are swallowed up 
in the gulph of eternal perdition, with this plank in their 
arms. ‘The common custom Is, (and J fear it is too com: 
mon) when the physician has given over his patient, then 
and not till then, to send for the minister, not so much (0 
enquire into the man’s condition, and give him suitable 
advice, as to give him,comfort and speak peace to him @ 
a venture. 

But let me tell you, that herein you put an extreme 
idifficult task on us (the ministers of religion) in expec’ 

ng we should pour oil and wine into the wound before it 
be searched, and speak smooth and comfortable things 
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gman, that is but just brought to a sense of the long oe 
the course of a wicked and lewd life, impenitently continued me. 
cle in. ry 
eral Alas! what comfort can we give to men in sucha case? 
We areloth to drive them to despair; and yet we must 1 
ich not destroy them by presumption ; pity and good nature eee sa 
ren do strongly tempt us to make the best of their case, and | 
aie to give them all the little hope, which with any kind of rea- 3 
ind son we can, and God knows it Is but little we can give to Sion 
not such persons upon good ground; for it all depends on ere: 
the the kind and sincerity of their repentance, which God a ar 
be. only knows, and we can but guessat. Wecan easily tell ae 
rds them what they ought to have done, and what they should o> Ci ae, 
he do if they live longer, and what is the best they can do in Barna f° 
" these straits into which they have brought themselves, Bini 
viz. to exercise as deep a sense and repentance for their on 3 
sins as possible, and to cry mightily to God for mercy, 4 
in and through the merits of our blessed Savior. But As 
how far this will be available in these circumstances we Le 
cannot tell because we do not know, whether if the man A ae 
had lived longer, this repentance, and these resolutions, a4 
at which he now declares of a better source, would have ap- Pett: 
ne peared to be sincere. aa 
h And aftei*all is done that can be done in so shorta Pn 
0 time, ¢nd in such circumstances of confusion and disor- wy 
s der, as commonly attend dying persons, I doubt the result | ge 
of all, will be this: that there is much more ground of ae t 
d fear, than hope concerning them; nay, perhaps while we ty se 
) are pressi ing the dying sinner to repentance, he may ex- oe | Ba 
; pire in great doubt and perplexity of mind, what will be- ae > 
. ng of him: orif his eyes be closed with more com- ey ee 
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ea again, he may find his fearful mistake, like the rich be ioe 
man in the parable, who when he was “in hell, lifted 
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Thisis a very dismal and melancholy consideration, ja ee 


and commands all men presently to repent, and not to put 

off the main work of their lives to the end of them, end 
‘m™@- =the time of sickness and old age. Let us not offer up a 3 
carcase to God, instead of a living and acceptable sacri- ot) yee 
fice: but let us turn to God,in the days of our health and ae 
Strength, “ before the evil days come, and the years draw i, 
nigh, of which we say we haye no pleasure in them, before 7 ee 
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the sun and the moon and the stars be darkened,” as Solo. 
mon elegantly expresses; before all the comforts of life 
be gone, before our faculties be all spent, before our un- 
derstandings be too weak and our wills too strong; our un- 
derstandings too weak for consideration, and our wills too 
Strong to bow. , 

Let us not deceive ourselves. Heaven is not a hospi- 
tal made to receive all sick and aged persons, that can put 
up but a faint request to be received there: No, no, they 
are never like to see the kingdom of God, who in- 
stead of seeking it in the first place,make it their last re- 
fuge and retreat ; and when they find thesentence of death 
upon them, only to avoid present execution do bethink 
themselves of getting to heaven, and since there 1s nooth- 
er remedy, are contented to petition the great king and 
judge of the world, that they may be transported thither. 

Upon these considerations, let us use no delay in a mat- 
ter of such mighty consequence to our eternal happiness, 
but let the counsel which was given the prince of Baby- 
lon be acceptable to us “ break off our sins by righteous- 
ness, and our iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor ;” 











if so be it may be the lengthening.of our tranquility. 


HINT TO PUBLIC SPEAKERS. 

“ The venerable Witherspoon, Late president of New- 
Jersey Coilege, once observed to the students under his 
care, that probably some of them would be called to pub- 
lic speaking, either in politicai bodies, or from the pul- 
pit. “Should this,” said he, “ be the case, I have this la- 
conic advice to give you. 1. Never attempt to speak un- 
less you have something valuable to say. 2. Always 
conclude when you have nothing important to deliver 
without a repetition of what you ha-’e already said.”— 
Were this hint generally attended to, the patience of au- 
diences would not be so frequently exhausted by puerile 
discourses, nor tried with tedious repetition. 
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ON PLAYING AT CARDS. 
Mr. Dodd, an eminent niinisier, bemg solicited to play 
at cards, arose from his seat, and uncoyered his head, The 
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éompany asked him what he was going to do. He replied, 
“To crave God’s blessing.’’ ‘They immediately ex- apne 
claimed, ** We 1iever ask a blessing on suchan occasion.” ne 
«“ Then,” said he, “I never engage in any thing, but on edt B 
what Ican beg of God to give his blessing.” sks 






























THE INFIDEL ANSWERED. Pees 


bh hue 


« What great matter,” said a heathen toa Christian, 


while he was beating him almost to death, “ what great ob eis yh 
matter did Christ ever do for thee ?” “ Even this,’’ said etna tt 
the Christian ; that I cen forgive you, though you use 1 ee 
me thus crueily.” : ae 
—— 2) : rape 
MISSIONARY. ae: 
pa | 
Theznnual meeting of the Utica Baptist Foreign Mis- pene | 
sion Society, was held at Deerfield M. H. on the Gth inst. Oe ae 
acreeably to the provision of the constitution, published die 
inour lastnumber. At which time the directors made Ce ee 


the following report which was accepted. ‘That since the 
existence of this tnfant Institution, which commenced on 
the 16th of August last, the following donations have 
been generously forwarded to aid the great & beneyoient bi. Ree 
objects of the society, viz : 


Contributions at the formation of the society, - - 651,00 i 

From the Church Society and Friends of Missions, in Whites- Ecng oi ee 
borough, - - - - - - - - 16,20 bee ay 

From do. do. in Utica and its neighborhood, 50,50 hee 





From do. do, in Hamilton, - - - 20,00 : ge. 
From do. do. in Ellisburgh and Henderson, 25,00 bie. RRerais 
From a friend of missions in Homer, — - - - - 6,00 1 See i ! 
bey? 1 
S 168,00 i) 
Paid out for printing the constitution, stationary, &c. for the Bek 
use of the society, - - - - - - 14,00 a 
Sent to John Caldwell, Treasurer of the United States’ Nae: 
Baptist Foreign Mission Society, - - - - 100,00 Ce 





& 114,00 eo 





Ceaving a balance in the treasury of F 54,00 
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Society proceeded to the choice of officers, for the ensuiny 
vear—the following were appointed ; ; 


Rev. EBENEZER VINING, Pres. 
Rey. CALEB DOUGLASS, Treas. 
Dr. CHARLES BABCOCK, See. 
Rev. HEZEKIAH GORTON, 
Rev. JOHN STEPHENS, 

Rey. JOHN D. EVANS, 

Rey. ABM. WILLIAMS, 

Mr. ARNOLD WELLS, 

Rey. ODED EDDY. 


bhe following sums were forwarded to the Treasury at the meeting, 
From Utica and its neighborhood, by Elders Stevens and 
Williams. - - - + - - . 8,00 
From Whitesborough, - - - - - 13,29 
From Steuben, by Kider J. D. Evans, 8,25 
From Newport, by Elder Vining, - - - 14,99 
From Turin and Leyden, by Elder Parsons, 47,25 
from Litchfield, by Elder Hoimes, - 9,00 
From New-Ifartford, by Dr. Babcock, 3,00 
By others, - - - - - - 4,00 


138,28 
Balance in the Treasury at the close of the laSt year, 54,09 


S 192,22 


Which sum was ordered by the directors tobe forward- 
ed to the treasury of the U. S. Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society. 

It cannot fail to give pleasure to every benevolent heart 
to notice the zeal of some, and the liberality of many, for 
the spread of the gospel among the heathens. Since it 
is by the contributions of the friends of Zion, that God 
will cause his name to be known in all the earth. When we 
see that a missionary spirit is almost universal,.we are ¢n- 
couraged to hope that the period is not far distant, when 
the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and his Christ, E. F. W: 




































Memoir of Doctor Clough. 
MEMOIR OF DOCTOR CLOUGH. _ ae 


April 18, 1815.—Departed this life, Deacon ABEL 
€LOUGH, of Fabius, N. Y. aged 50 years? When he 
was about 20 years of age, he obtained a hope that he 
was born of God, and his subsequent life gives us reason 
to believe that this hope was well founded. Soon after 
his conversion he joined a Congregational Church. In 








his 22d year, he was married to ESTHER RICHARD- “leh ae 
SON, daughter of Deacon Richardson, of Newton, near maha ¥ 
Boston. She also was a professor of religion, and. they nar 
walked as being heirs together of the grace of life, so et 
that their prayers were not hindered. Soon after his’ + a Sa 
matriage, he removed to the state of New-York. For ‘ae 
several years he was much tried on the subject of Bap- ae 
tism ; but at length being fully convinced, and establish- Wate 


ed by <Ke scriptures, he joiied the Baptist church; and 
threugh life adorned the doctrine of our glorious Re- 
deemer. When the church‘was in peace, and Religion ae be 
| flourished, he was happy; but whenever professors fell eae sl 
. out by the wary, and trials and divisions got into the ie 
church, he was much afflicted. Indeed he was a living ; sy 
member ef the church, and partook of all her joys and co ae 
. Sorrows. 9.) eae 
For some months before his death he endured much met ht 

: distress, arising from a cancer in his right breast, but he oa 
| inally died of a Consumption. He exercised great pa- a 
tience under all his afilictions. He lamented that he had AB 
done no more to promote the cause of Christ, and exhort- gC ae 
ed others to be more faithful than he had been. ie See 
As the time of his departure drew near, he conversed i 
With his children individually. “ My dear children,” said ey Le 
he, remember that you are born to die, and that you ye eee 
will soon follow me into the eternal worid, and there ren- ea 
der an account of all your conduct in time.” He told ie 
them that religion would be of the greatest importance | Hae Ye: 
‘o them on a sick bed, and ina dying hour. He requested oo) Ea 
them to follow him so far as he had followed Christ ; and 
to shun whatever they had seen amissin him. He con-- ; oe 
versed on death frequently, and with great calmness.—= Ve 
To some Christian brethren who often visited him, he od ae 
Said,“ If IT set home first you will soon follow me, and I 4 
shall rejoice to meet you in te realms of glory: there 
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Memoirs of Mrs. Lucretia More?. 


we shall have done sinning against God.” He frequentiy 
desired his children to sing; and when they had sung 
the 90th Psalm, short metre, he exclaimed, * Oh! that 
blessed eternity.” 

Many other psalms and hymns were very animating to 
his mind, particularly one in the Boston collection. 


** Rock of ages shelter.me, 
‘‘ Let me hide myself in thee.’’ &c. 
a : 
He spoke of the mercies of God, and of his hope in 


Christ, which supported him in his distress He was 
afraid of impatience, and often prayed that God would 
give him grace and resignation to wait all the days of his 
appointed time, until his change should come. ‘The mor- 
ning of that day on which he died, as his children were 
weeping around him, he desired them not to weep for him, 
but ior themselves. The'w.dew and eight children, four 
sons and four daughters, survive to mourn the great loss 
which they have sustained. 

In the death of this valuable man the church have 
sustained a great loss, and their tears witness their sensi- 
bility on this occasion; yet their sorrows are in some 
measure alleviated by the sweet reflection that their loss 

s his gain, ° 


FOR THE VEHICLE. 


Mrs. LUCRETIA MORSE, was born August 18th, 
1770—{—w as married to DeaconJOHN MORSE, of West- 
moreland, N. Y. Jan. 9, 1/24. In the month of Oct. 1803, 
she, together with her husband, was baptized by Elder Joel 
Butler and united with the Baptist church in Westmore- 
jand; in which relation she continued until ‘she died, 
which was on the 2ist September, 1812. Some occul- 
rences which took place near the close of this amiable 
person’s life, are worthy of notice. 

About a year before her death, there appeared to be an 
unusual solemnity on her mind. She often said she be- 
lieved some great events were about to take place in the 
kingdom of divine providence. Her mind appeared to 
be occupied almost entirely upon s..bjects of a religious 
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ature. She would often speak of the importance of 
hristians living a life of watchfulness and prayer—would 
frequently cite the words of our Lord, “ watchand pray 
Jest ye enter into temptation.” 

In the month of May, 1812, she began to be unwell 
nd gradually declined in health—She often remarked 
that she did not think she should ever recover from this 
sickness. Her friends not discovering any thing alarm- 
ing inher situation would ask her why she tho’t she should 
not recover—her answer would be “thereis sucha glow of 
light in my mind and such joy fills my soul in contempla- 
ting the love of God and the riches of divine grace man- 
ifested in the mediation of Jesus Chris#, that this world 
doesnot appear tobe my home.” ‘She used many simi- 
lar expressions and exhibited such manifestations of love 
inher soul as appeared truly wonderful. 

Her disease being that of a lingering consumption, her 
fiends sometimes‘ encouraged by favorable symptoms, 
would endeavor to pcfsuade her that she was regaining 
her health but her steady mind could not be flattered by 
these delusive hopes. When speaking of her children, 
she would say, “ I have a great desire to live that I may 
guide their young and tender minds—-but the cause of my 
illness still remains. Iam wasting away, my stay hereis 
short and my workis almost done. WhenI view the 
character of Godas revealed in his word, how holy his 
law, how just and good his providential dealings, his 
wisdom is infinite, when the light of his countenance 
shines upon my soul, I have no will of my own. God’s 
government is perfect ; and it is my greatest consolation 
that lam in the hands of such a God.” Being greatly 
exercised with bodily distress, she would /sometimes say, 
“I fear my patience will not endure to the end; but these 
Pains are but the effects of sin. Have not my sins cau- 
Scd greater pains than these in my dear Redeemer? why 
saould T then be impatient in following my Lord in suf- 
ferings ? Tuis is the way God has taken to wean me from 
My sins, and fit me for the sublime joys of heaven.” 

A few days before her death, she called her children to 
her bed side and gave to each of them some of the most 
vaiuable articles of her wearing apparel as a token of her 
love, and then gave them her dying charge in a most 
Solemn and affecting manner---concluding with a short and 














Poeiry: 


comprehensive prayer; commending them into the hang 
of a merciful God. 

After a little rest, she addressed herself (apparently 
for the lasttime) to her husband. “ My dear friend” she 
said, ** these endearing ties which have so long united us 
together, must now be dissolved ! What can I say more 
toyou? We must now take the parting hand—and yoy 
will be left a little longer in this trying world—but 
your stay will be short—I hope to meet you in that world 
where sin and sorrow will never come. The care of ow 
little children will now wholly devolve on you—May God 
give you wisdom to train them up in his fear—teach them 
the necessity of being born again—administer that in- 
struction to them while young and tender that may lead 
them in the paths of wisdom. Often remind them that 
they are born to die. I can cheerfully leave you and 
them in the hands of that God whose mercies are great 
and whose love isinfinite.” After this she said but little 
to her famuiy—Her friends and neighbors coming int 
see her——she would desire them all to come to her bed, 
and always had something to saytothem. To her Chris 
tian friends it would bea word of consolation, exhorting 
them to watch unto prayer, and endure to the end—let- 
ting their light shine, &c.—'To the youth an admonition 
to be prepared for the condition they saw her in—just 
steppin, into eternity. 

In her last hours she appeared in a very extraordinaly 
manner resigned to the will of God—lay, to appearance 
wailing with’ patient desire for her change to come. , Her 
last words were very distinct: ‘* My Jesus is come, anc 
I must go. Ibid you all FAREWELL.” 

She was heard to say no more, but immediately fel! 
asleep in death. 

“Ah! lovely appearance of death.” 


-——— 





FOR THE VEHICLE. 
THOUGHTS ON BEHOLDING AN AURORA BOREALK; 
In the oracles of eternal truth 
We read, that ere the final trump shall sound, 
Great signs and wonders, in the air shall be. 











Poetry. 


fsarthquakes in divers places, fearful sights 
In heaven, perplexity, distress on earth, 
Pestilences, famines, fear and dismay, 
Troubles and commotions, the seas roaring, 


tly 
he Distress of nations, and men’s hearts failing 
Us - For fear, and-the fearful expectation 
re Of those things that shall suddenly appear. 
* Pillars of smoke, with vapors, fife and blood, 
1d The sun be darken’d, and the moon her light 
iy Withhold from view, like blood she will appear. 
dd When these tremendous signs your eyes behold, 
m Then know the time is near, the day’s at hand, 
When God all glorious, shall to human view 
r Appear, in all the pomp and grandeur of 
d A God. Come now, ye sons of men be wise; 
i The warning’s given, the awful day is near. 
» With solenin awe, our eyes, this night beheld 
‘ Displayed, the matchless grandeur of eur God. 
: The streaming blood o’erspread the northern sky; 
? Vapors and fire, and smoke, with dread we saw, 
‘ O’erspreading all our hemisphere. How grand 
Was the display, how beautiful the scene ; 
) Admirable, yea glorious to behold. 
Aurora Borealis, let others calk 
3 This fearful display of Omnipotence— 
| I acknowledge it to be the ensign 
Of the mighty God display’d on high to 
Warn a guilty world. The day’s at hand, when 
From heay’n, drest all in glorious flames our God 
Shall come, attended by his num’rous guards, 
To judge a guilty world, and a period, 
e Put, to all things here on earth below. Let 


Th’ philosopher with all his curious art 

Search for the cause—the second cause he only 
Seeks, while we the first have found, oh ’tis God, 
‘Tis God alone who is the cause. Then cease 
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Poetry. 


Thy fond pursuits, vain man, forbear to seek 
Innature what may serve to blunt the edge 
Of those fearful apprehensions that do 

Arise in thy breast when thou beholdest 

The glorious majesty of God display’d. 

Arise make suitable improvement of 

All the warnings God is pleased to give. 

Oh fly with speed, haste thee, to Jesus fly— 
Enter the ark, now while there’s time, before 
The door be shut, the day of grace be past ; 
E’er the fiery billows, indignant wrath 





Overtake the wicked and plunge them down 
Into the regions of exquisite pain— 

Where the hot blasts of his indignation, 
Together with the sulph’rous flames of wrath, 
Mixed in one tremendous storm shall beat 
Eternally on their poor naked souls. 

Lord, give me grace to seek thy love while time 
And opportunity is offered. 

Oh that my soul may be established 

On the rock of ages. Ican with pleasure 
Then behold the frame of nature crush, and 
All the elements melt with fervent heat. 

Then shall [stand secure amid the wreck 


Of falling worlds; and join the zlorious throng 
In Hallelujahs to God and the Lamb— 
And in the briiliant fields of light, 


Adore our Saviour’s great and sacred Name. 
RUSTICUS 


-——=B + @ 
POR THE VEHICLE. 


YE Christian professors attend to my song, 
While I a few notes shall endeavor to raise ; 

To you the sweet subject does surely belong, 
To sing your exalted Immanuel’s praise. 


By anticipation I fain would behold, 
The church universal, :2deem’d by his blood,. 














Poetry. 


Exceeding in numbers the sea-sands twice told; 
Ascribing the praise and the glory to God. 


Salvation and honor to Jesus they sing, 
For victory gain’d over every foe— 

With loud acclamations the heavens shall ring, 
And the song be continued on earth here below. 


With joy they behold the sweet time drawing near, 
When every bar shal! be wholly remov’d— 
When Jesus the king shallin glory appear, 
And bless all the nations with light and with love. 


Then shall the millenial season commence, 
When heav’nly peace o’er the earth shall extend ; 
When discord and war shall be banished hence, 
And jars and divisions shall come to an end. 


The grand adversary in chains shall be bound, 
Confin’d in the prison of hell fora while— 
The pleasing effect on the earth shall be found, 

With cordial friendship all nature shall smile. 


The Lion no longer a terror shall be, 
But harmless and meek with the bullock shall feed— 
The sheep from the fear of the wolf be set free— 
While together they graze o’er the fow’ry mead. 


The kid and the leopard together shall rest, 
Beneath the cool shade in the heat of the day— 
While lovely and gentle the child shall assist 
The calf. the young lyon, and fatling to play. 


The cow and the bear, now together shall dwell, 
And nourish their young ones with motherly care- 
Such love and affection all creatures shal! feel, 
As give no adinission to discord or fear. 


The serpent no longer shall seek to destroy, 
But lay all his hatred and malice aside— 
While peace, universal, all creatures enjoy, 
And the reign of benevolence spread far and wide. 


The Jew and the Gentile together shall join, 

To build up the cause of their Savior and King— 
While Zion shall rise in her beauty and shine ; 

And nations their treasures into her shall bring. 


Opposers of every discription shall fall, 
As victims before his all-conquering word 
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Poetry. 


While those who revere his bless*d name, great and smail, 
Shall join in a tribute of praise to the Lord. 


Mahomet no longer his honors possess, 
His Mosques and his Koran shall fall to the ground 

Before the bright beams of the gospel of peace 
And all his adherents entirely confound. 


That Grand anti-christian usurper, the Pope—- 
The Lord by his power shall wholly destroy, 

While nations which long under darkness have groped, 
Shall hail the first dawn of the gospel with joy. 


The worship of Idols aside shall be cast, 

Their shrines and their temples forever abhor’d, 
And Jesus the Savior the first and the last 

Be lov’d and acknowledg’d alone as the Lord. 


The desert shall blossom and bud like the rose, 

And streams in dry places shall break forth and rua, 
Such beauties the reign of the Savior disclose 

As never were seen by the light of the sun. 


The forest no longer shall dismal appear, 
But sweet with melodious music shall ring--- 
The ear of the deaf shall be open’d to hear, 
And the tongue of the dumb shail be loosed to sing: 


The watchmen of Zion shall lift up their voice, 
Proclaiming to captives a sweet liberty--— 

The lame like the hart now shall leap and rejoice, 
And the eyes of the blind shall be open’d to see. 


Instead of the briay the myrtle shall grow, 

The fir-tree shall spring in the place of the thern 
The wealth of the nations together shall flow, 

The temples of Jesus to build and adorn. 


The thistle no longer shall spring from the ground, 
Annoying the feet of the laboring swain, 
But roses and lilies shall greatly abound, 


And the curse in unnumbered blessings shall end. 
TYRO.” 





